
Application 1: 
 
Greetings GrEBES, 
  
 I'm writing to request travel support from GrEBES to facilitate my attendance at the INTECOL 
International Wetlands Conference next June, where I've been asked to participate in a symposium on 
wetland interactions with climate change. In the interest of brevity, I'll address each of the application 
criteria in order: 
 
1.) Current Funding 
 I am presently funded by GTF teaching appointments, as the NSF grant that funded the initial 
phases of my work is drawing to a close. I continue to pursue other funding avenues, but at present I 
have no fellowships, and am not participating in a training grant. Therefore, my resources for travel and 
professional development are limited to extra funding my advisors can provide, which is not likely to 
be sufficient to cover the expenses I expect to incur at INTECOL. 
 
2.) Amount Requested 
 I believe I can manage to secure some funding for my travel expenses to Orlando; however, the 
registration fee for INTECOL is expected to be between $595 and $695 (a complete fee schedule will 
not be posted until December 1st, according to the conference website). Therefore, I'm requesting the 
total scholarship amount of $800, to cover the registration fee and provide some assistance in travel and 
lodging costs. 
 
3.) Conference Venue and Dates 
 The 9th International Association for Ecology (INTECOL) International Wetlands Conference is 
being held from June 3rd to June 8th, 2012, at the Caribe Royale Conference Center in Orlando, Florida. 
 
4.) Educational Goals 
 Attending this conference is a major development for my career, as I've been specifically asked 
to participate in a symposium being organized by Dr. Andrew Ogram of the University of Florida: 
“Linking Microbial Community Structure with Greenhouse Gas Emissions.” A poster I presented at 
ESA this year evidently attracted some interest, and the opportunity to deliver my first talk in such a 
setting is exciting. The IWC is the largest wetland ecology conference in the world; wetland ecology is 
less represented at Oregon than other systems, and speaking at an organized symposium will 
simultaneously introduce an Oregon project to scientists we don't necessarily interact with a great deal, 
and provide me with novel perspectives on a system that I share with few colleagues here at home. It 
will also be my first opportunity to share a microbial metagenomic dataset, coupled to methane rate 
potentials in a way that is, thus far, entirely novel, and may have substantial ramifications for the way 
methane production in peatlands is modeled. 
 
5.) Reporting Requirement 
 I propose to write daily blogs post about my experiences at the IWC, with an emphasis on 
reporting on the cutting edge of microbial ecology in wetland systems, which will be of interest not just 
to me, but our substantial contingent of microbial ecologists in IE^2. I'll also seek out posters and talks 
that ask evolutionary or ecological questions relevant to other labs in IE^2, but applied to different 
systems or in divergent ways. 
 
 
 



 Application 2. 
 
I request funds from Grebes in the amount of $200 to attend the 2012 American Society of 
Microbology (ASM) general meeting in San Francisco. The grant funding the research to be presented 
does not include money for conferences, so funds for this meeting would only be provided by another 
grant or outside funding. This meeting has not been widely attended by students in IEE in recent years, 
but this venue, unlike broader scientific meetings, provides the means to interact with scientists 
studying microbial ecology in a broad range of systems. Microbial ecology at the University of Oregon 
is becoming widely recognized within the larger scientific community, and this is an additional 
opportunity to increase the recognition of the University of Oregon as a strong contributor to this 
discipline. I plan to present a talk on the biodiversity of arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi in response to 
deforestation within the Amazon rainforest. Studies of mycorrhizal fungi are well represented at the 
ASM meeting, making this an opportunity to get valuable feedback on this study, and potentially 
establish new collaborations and contacts. This talk can be modified for a more general audience and 
be presented either to Grebes, or to students at the University of Oregon. 
 
 

 



Application 3 
 
1. At the moment, I am funded through my work as a GTF at the UO. My lab does not have any extra 
funding for use on conference travel, and consequently, my ability to attend relies solely on my 
resourcefulness in securing the funds myself. 
 
2. I am requesting the full $800 award. My budget justification is as follows: 
 
Conference Location Dates Registration Lodging Total Travel/Food
WA Prescribed Fire Council Meeting Wenatchee, WA March 6-7 2011 $70.00 $200.00 $65.00
3rd Human Dimensions of Wildland Fire Conference Seattle, WA April 17-19 2011 $200.00 $200.00 $65.00  
 
3. Please see above table. 
 
4. As a student studying fire in the northwest, attending these conferences would greatly benefit my 
academic as well as career goals. I hope to be selected for poster presentations which would afford 
me an excellent opportunity to outline my research on fire’s interactions with the invasive grass, 
Brachypodium sylvaticum. Generally, I’m interested in how fire, both prescribed and wild, interacts 
with invasive species with the overarching goals of ecosystem restoration and resource management 
always in mind. Both the WA Prescribed Fire Council Meeting as well as the 3rd Human Dimensions of 
Wildland Fire Conference will be excellent opportunities to immerse myself in some of the most 
current and pertinent fire research as well as obtain constructive feedback on my own projects from 
professionals outside of my university which I, in turn, will share with my colleagues at the UO. I have 
been holding meetings for the chapter of the UO’s Student Association for Fire Ecology (SAFE) which 
will serve as a perfect venue to communicate the new and exciting research and experiences I gain 
from attending these conferences. In addition to enriching our own body of knowledge at the 
university, I will simultaneously be working to increase departmental recognition as I convey my 
research to others in the field. In order to fully develop as a fire ecologist, I feel that a vital part of my 
education involves being exposed to the great diversity of work being done by people and institutions 
all over the country.  
 
5. I intend to report on both of these conferences in journal form on the blog site for GREBES. I will 
give detailed accounts of the talks I attend, the novel concepts and newest research findings I learn of, 
as well as a personal take on the organization of the meetings as a whole. I will submit both accounts 
within 2 weeks of attending each of these conferences.  
 
I wish to thank the committee for their time and consideration. I know that I’m not an active participant 
in in GREBES meetings, but I would like to convey an intense appreciation for the opportunity to try for 
this award. It would not only be very professionally vindicating to be able to attend, but because I have 
worked fire with crews and agencies in the South Puget Sound area of Washington for the last 2 
summers, personally I would find it immensely gratifying to be able to attend and present at these 
Washington conferences. For any further questions or comments, please feel free to contact me 
directly. 



Application 4 
 
I am currently funded by the Genetic Training Grant which includes with it $300 for travel. 
However, this is not enough money to cover even the majority of the cost for a conference. 
Registration is $490 for students, the current cost of flights is just over $500, and the cost of 
lodging for all nights will be at minimum $400. 
 
I am requesting the full $800.00 to pay for registration, travel and hotel. 
 
Meeting: Keystone Symposia on Molecular and Cellular BIology: The Microbiome Venue: 
Keystone Resort, Keystone, Colorado Date: March 4-9, 2012 
 
This meeting will have many of the major researchers from my field. A few of the biggest names 
in host-microbiota interactions––such as Jeffrey Gordon, Ruth Ley, Rob Knight, and Laura 
Hooper––will be giving talks as this conference. It is important that I am able to interact with 
these people if I am to continue in this field of research, as they are producing a large amount of 
important research in this area. Additionally, the research that I and my collaborators are doing 
here at the University of Oregon is relatively novel in this field. Most of the literature deals with 
mouse models and human observational studies. We are developing the zebrafish as a powerful 
additional model and it is important that we are able to disseminate our research to others in the 
field. 
Host-microbe interactions are an important emerging field of research, and there are many 
people here at the University of Oregon who have started investigation into the microbiota of 
other organisms. The Cresko lab has begun documenting the members of the stickleback 
microbiota, and the Philips lab has started to do the same with nematodes. Additionally, many 
of the new bioinformatics techniques and tools for Illumina sequencing technology for many 
different fields are being developed by people in the field of host-microbe interactions. Making 
connections with these people could be important for many people within IE2 and the biology 
department as a whole. 
In addition, I am planning to present a poster on the longitudinal study of zebrafish microbiota 
and antibody repertoire that was just completed this quarter. I am confident that the data we 
collected will be of great interest to the conference community, and that my abstract for the 
poster will be accepted. 
 
Depending on how many other people attend the conference will determine how I report on the 
meeting. If there are at least three of us there, I will most likely record a daily podcast with all 
(or most) of the other people from Oregon, describing the talks, posters and conversations we’ve 
had that day that were the most interesting and informative. If it is just myself that goes, or I 
can’t convince others to record with me, then I will write daily blog posts. For either method, at 
the end of the conference I will write a summary of the conference as whole to accompany the 
daily reports. 


